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Introduction

The Viewpark Conservation Group (VCG) wish to acquire the Historic Douglas Support
Estate as a community asset for space for recreational and leisure activities. The land
owners have indicated that the area to the south of the M8, plus the farm complex to the
north, would be made available at an indicative price of £500,000.

The Viewpark Conservation Group is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(SCIO), governed by its constitution.

We believe that the area, al so known | ocall
part of the fabric of the community, and of its future well-being. The following points support
that claim:

T The community of 16,500 (approx.) is O6boxe
extension, making the need for such a facility adjacent to the community essential (see
map at Appendix 2).

1 The well-known degradation of air quality caused by the transport network is partly
ameliorated by greenbelt and woodland planting®.

1 The glen and adjacent woodland provides a significant barrier between the current
community, and the M8 extension and Strathclyde Business Park developments. This
provides significant audio and visual barriers to the urbanisation of the surrounding area,
as well as providing our O6green |l ungod

1 The glen and adjacent areas have a long historical use with a local and Scottish
significance, givingthe newandexpandi ng Vi ewpar k community a

1 The protection and possible restoration of some of these historical features is an
important community goal and can only enhance our understanding of Scottish history
and protect our heritage.

1 With the increasing urbanisation of the area, conservation of the remaining small areas of
historical significance is important to provide contrast and not to lose the character of the
original landscape.

1 The community has developed a number of initiatives based on the glen and adjacent
areas, including a conservation group, a fishing club and wildlife walks with the local
Primary school. These types on initiative would not be possible without the glen.

1 The glen has provided many in the community with a focus. In an area where many are
either out of work, retired or unable to work, the opportunity to make a voluntary
contribution; ranging from tree management to path maintenance, wildlife observation to
historical research is critical for the wellbeing of many community residents.

A community project for the development of the glen would provide opportunities for young
unemployed community members to gain new skills and provide a new focus on life.

! Scottish Transport Emissions Partnership (STEP), and others




With the current emphasis on obesity and ill health in the Scottish population, the glen area
provides exercise opportunities for the community without having to travel to other locations.
The recent healthy walks initiative was exactly conceived to realise and support opportunities
such as this.

Having this facility in the community reduces significantly the number of car journeys to other
non-urban areas, which would otherwise be required for recreation.

The glen forms part of the North Calder river valley, a significant green corridor linking green
areas (Drumpellier and Strathclyde parks) to the Monkland canal and Clyde river valleys.
This enables the movement of wildlife through the dense urban and road network that enrich
so many of the communityds daily |lives.

The wildlife corridor principle, threading through the [
landscape as it currently does, has enabled species of
significance to populate the glen; from Otters and
Kingfishers to Badgers and Roe deer.

A community project such as this has many on-going
benefits, including an increased use of existing and new
footpath and cycle links. The glen can provide recreation
opportunities for others outside the community area,
helping to integrate communities cut off by urban and
transport barriers.

A facility like this ensures a better quality of
life and a more sustainable environment,
raising house prices in general and making
the area more attractive as a place to live and
work.

A community project would improve access
and make the glen a safer place to visit for
people of all abilities. It would conserve
aspects of the historical landscape and
features for future generations, stop further
degradation of the landscape and enhance
W habitats through projects such as tree planting
\ and grassland management.




Historical Background and Context
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Although evidence of activity stretches back to the Beaker people (2000BC), the origins of
the Douglas Support Estate can be found in the 17th century. The existence of a well-
established and extensive area of policy woodland and parkland seems to be confirmed in a
plan of 1752. By 1859 the OS plan shows the designed landscape and the later plan of 1898
shows a formal landscape setting for the mansion house (Douglas Support), gardens which
incorporate riverside walks and circuit paths, policy woodland and parkland incorporating
scenic drives from lodge houses. The house was demolished in 1939 and the subsequent
neglect and abuse (exacerbated in recent times by vandalism and fly tipping) has resulted in
the degradation of the quality and integrity of the designed landscape.

During the latter half of the 19th century and first half of the 20th century, there were 2
collieries within the northern half of the site, including a series of mineral railways.

Planning permission was granted in 1992 for the "Infilling, Grading and Restoration of Land
and Formation of Temporary Haul Roads" within the site. This allowed for the removal of the
Alderston Bing (to the south of the site) which then facilitated the development of the
Strathclyde Business Park. Two parts of the site (extending to around 14 ha) were raised
using the bing material and subsequently shaped and landscaped.

In the early 1990's, Monklands District Council and the Trustees of the estate created a joint
venture company with a view to promoting the site for business and industry. This agreement
lapsed following Local Government re-organisation and Park Lane Palisade was appointed
by the Trustees to continue with the promotion in 1997.

In the early 1990's, the Scottish Office had plans to complete the motorway connection
between Newhouse and Baillieston. This was designed to allow for the retention of the
existing A8 as a local distributor road which was to be supplemented by a new "off-line" 6-
lane motorway. Within the application site, the new motorway was to have been sited within
the northern half of the site (roughly from a line from the north-west corner towards half way
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down the eastern boundary). These plans were at an advanced stage (tenders approved and
land acquired through Compulsory Purchase Orders) when they were shelved in 1997. The
motorway was eventually constructed through the estate during 2014 - 2017.

The Douglas Support Estate extends to approximately 225 acres, of which 171 acres are
being offered for sale, and is located between Bellshill and Coatbridge alongside the A8,
west of the A725 at Shawhead. The Douglas Support Estate is currently administered by a
solicitor and | and agent on behalf of the

The boundaries and immediate surroundings are described as follows:

North

The estate is bounded to the north by the A8. Areas to the east and west were subject to
Compulsory Purchase Orders and are currently excluded, but some may be reverted to the
estate once the motorway construction is fully completed. Until recently, there were small
areas protruding northwards at the Old Lodge Cottage and Shawhead junction. These, too,
are excluded from the land under consideration. The farm complex situated in this area is
being offered for sale.

East

For the most part, the A725 Bellshill Bypass marks this boundary although part of the area
was subject to Compulsory Purchase Orders and is currently excluded from the land under
consideration, but some may be reverted to the estate once the motorway construction is
fully completed.

South

The wooded valley of the North Calder Water bounds the entire southern edge of the site.
The north-most edge of Strathclyde Business Park and Righead Industrial Estate share a
boundary with the estate at this point. The Business Park is now well established although
there are further development areas at the north-east corner of the Park. At the south-west
corner of the site lies a residential area which forms part of Viewpark.

West
This comprises a field boundary and adjoins agricultural land of Bankhead Farm further west
where the farm buildings are given over to industrial purposes.
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The Douglas Support Estate

Approximate boundaries and acreage
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The topography of the estate is one of gentle undulation, with the steep valley sides of the
North Calder Water along the southern boundary. Ground levels vary from 87m AOD at the
north-east corner to 57m AOD at the south-west. In general, the estate can be separated into
3 distinct areas

The top half of the site is characterised by gently undulating agricultural grazing land
interspersed by some blocks of woodland and tree belts. This is traversed west/east by
electricity pylons and below ground by a high-pressure gas main. At the north-west corner of
the estate is the farmhouse and buildings of Shawhead Farm, the only remaining buildings. A
burn runs east to west towards the North Calder Water through the western half of this area.
There are some areas of standing water including the marshy area known as the Crow Flat
pond at the north-west corner near the farm. This area is bisected by the M8 and a new cycle
path,

Further south is the remains of the planned landscape which formed part of the policies of
the now demolished Rosehall House (Douglas Support). This area comprises some areas of
former grazing land enclosed by mature woodlands, tree lined paths and limited remains of
the house and its estate buildings. Land along the river bank is prone to flooding in periods of
high rainfall. The former access to the house is still recognisable as a tree lined track, in part
used by the cycle track, which runs west/east across the south-east of the site towards the
AT725.

Finally, alongside the southern boundary is the steep wooded valley of the North Calder
Water. This incised river valley is typical of those in Lanarkshire, carved during the ice age,
but threatened by modern living.

The main points of entry to the site are, firstly, a
vehicular access directly off the A8 which connects
with Shawhead Farm, and over a bridge across the M8
into the estate. Secondly, the cycle track/footpath, part
of the National Cycle Network, which connects the
A752 in the west with Strathclyde Business Park in the
east, also linking the Showcase Cinema complex.
Lastly, a footpath which links the Viewpark estate and
eastern section of Strathclyde Business Park. Core
paths 190, 191, 192, 229 and 231 either cross the
estate or lead to it.

The northern half of the site can be seen quite clearly from the A8 corridor and the A725 at
Shawhead, whilst clear views of the southern half of the site can be had from Viewpark,
Strathclyde Business Park and the adjoining stretch of A725. The M8 lies mostly in a cutting
with no clear views into the estate.

The estate was farmed from Shawhead Farm (until recently tenanted) and comprises mostly
grazing with some arable production. The majority of this land (85%) is quantified as being
Grade 3.2 (good quality) with the remainder being of a lesser quality. The farm is currently
vacant.




There is much evidence of neglect and vandalism throughout the site (including burnt out
cars, at least 30 at one point) fire damaged trees, fly tipping and evidence of anti-social
behaviour including large numbers of empty beer cans. Whilst this fell during the period of
the motorway construction, due to restricted access, there is concern that this might re-occur
without close monitoring, which an absentee landlord is unable to do.

A desk-based study and reconnaissance field survey were undertaken in February and
March 2001 towards the preparation of a cultural heritage chapter for an Environmental
Statement for a proposed business park within the Douglas Support Estate. A copy is
available on the ViewparkConser vat i on Gmwewviewpark.oveuks i t e,

Eight sites were noted. Two known sites were a prehistoric burial site (NS76SW 1) and a
battle-axe findspot which may relate to the same site (NS76SW 20). No field remains of the
burial site were observed, and its former location has been partly disturbed by gas pipeline
development.

Two former coal mines (Rosehall Colliery Pits 3 and 12: NS 727 626 and 720 627) have
largely been landscaped and reclaimed, and fragments of the former mineral railway network
survive in the surrounding landscape. Two annular enclosures (NS 726 624) and a
curvilinear parchmark (NS 722 629) were detected on vertical aerial photographs, but no
surface traces of these sites were identified through field survey.

Part of the former Douglas Support Estate
grounds lie within the study area. A field
survey confirmed that most of the former
estate buildings, including the country
house at NS 722 621, have been
demolished, although the ruins of the
estate offices (NS 723 623) and a
mausoleum (NS 720 623) survive, and the
19th-century terraced gardens overlooking
the North Calder Water remain as
substantial earthworks. The former garden
features of the estate have largely been
removed, although surrounding parkland
features survive in good, if neglected, condition. The estate gate pillars were rescued from
the motorway construction and now lie at Shawhead Farm awaiting reinstatement. Another
pair, removed during the construction of Strathclyde Business Park, could also be reinstated.

Although the estate is still privately owned, it is mainly used on a daily basis by walkers, both
from the local community and from the business parks. The river is used by fishermen, and
youngsters build 6densdé in the bushes. Ani

Viewpark has its history in mining and the production of iron and steel, but since the decline
of these local industries, it has looked to other areas of the economy to provide employment.

Sitting between the main M74 and M8 motorways, and with good access to both via the main
A725 Bellshill Bypass, several industrial and business parks offering good transport links with
the rest of Scotland and beyond have been established in the area. Other transport links

include the nearby Eurocentral freight terminal, which is a key Scottish hub for the
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http://www.viewpark.org.uk/

distribution of commercial and domestic goods. One of the main industries that support
Bellshill is therefore the provision of logistics and warehouse services linked to rail and road
transportation. However, the reduction in health issues related to old industries has been
replaced by those of the new.

When compared with North Lanarkshire, Viewpark has the highest COPD/asthma rates, with
Hattonrigg, the highest diabetes rate and also high rates of arthritis. A main aim of Health

and Social Care Nort h Lanar kshireés Str atietgenable@eopiento s s|i

live healthier lives. We bel i eve that mai ntaining the Dd
Lungdé i s key to achieving that objective

Please see Appendix 1 - A synopsis of health issues in Viewpark.

2 Bellshill Health and Social Care Locality Profile, September 2016




Aim and Future Use

Our aim is to have open space accessible initially by the local community, for recreational
use. In time, a wider audience would access the estate from the M8/A8 and from the
recently created cycle track that passes through the estate and links to the National Cycle
Network.

The charity, Viewpark Conservation Group has a vision to provide many opportunities within
the local glen, and other venues as appropriate. Activities such as educational workshops
with children from local nurseries and primary schools have taken place in the past, with for
exampl e 0B e andtfishing covapetikonsd

As part of the feasibility study, we  wi | | review the management
the estate. What follows is, therefore, for consideration

The ultimate aim of this plan is for the community to actively manage the woodland in a
manner that maintains, enhances, and perpetuates the existing diverse environment and to
develop its value to the community as an educational and recreational resource.

Management Objectives

1 To generate income streams from leisure activities and essential timber harvesting in a
manner that is sustainable and sympathetic to the management aim.

1 To maintain the integrity of the landscape feature that the glen and woodland provides.

1 To maintain and enhance the recreational values of the Douglas Support Estate for the
community and wider public.

1 To improve biodiversity within the woodland with particular consideration being given to
ensuring the well-being of the resident animal and bird population.

1 Provide an educational and learning resource for all ages, but particularly young people,
through improved interpretation and habitat and species monitoring.

91 Develop woodland management awareness and skills among local people so volunteers
can be involved in management tasks and work days where appropriate.

Currently, workshops and events take place in the local
community hall and in other venues (such as the burn)
depending on the nature of the content. We would like to
use the vacant farmhouse as a reception and
administrative base, and as funding becomes available,
develop an interpretation/education room. An outdoor
classroom would also be constructed within the woodlands.

Over many years we have collated many
il historical maps, resources and artefacts which
help to explain more about the local area using a
{very O6hands on6,Wehavs hel |
events where these are on display, but would like
| the opportunity of placing some on permanent
display. This raises awareness of the historical
importance of the local area and our on-going
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programme of community consultation will ensure that our future activities will be planned in
accordance with the needs of the local community. The vision of the group is to create a
space where people can enjoy outdoor spaces within walking distance of every home in the
local area.

A group member is trained as a wal k | eader as part of
programme, and we also plantodevelop6 For est School 6 skills in
increased knowledge and understanding of the environment within the community.

In Octoberthe VCG current 'y hol d an a®mnuwah i dsledivaeent500aRa0t k
people per year, throughout the year the group also hold several fishing competitions. Due to
the positive response and strong attendance by the local community these events are
planned to continue.








































